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Abstract

"Zizhi Tongjian" was written by Sima Guang(1019-1086) in the
Song Dynasty. The title of the book was given by Song Shenzong, which
means "learning from the past will be helpful for governance." The two
words "Zizhi" mean "help" and "governance". "Tong" means "general
history" that is well-versed in ancient and modern times, and "jian"
means "borrowing a mirror" (using history as a mirror). The writing
began in the 23rd year of King Weilie of Zhou and ended in the 6th year
of Xiande of Emperor Shizong of Later Zhou. The whole book is divided
into 294 volumes, with more than 3 million words, recording 1, 362
years of history. It spans 16 dynasties, including the unified dynasties of
Qin, Han, Jin, Sui, and Tang, as well as other separatist regimes such as
the Seven Kingdoms of the Warring States Period, Cao Wei, Shu Han,
and Eastern Wu(Three Kingdoms), the Sixteen Kingdoms of the Five
Barbarians, the Southern and Northern Dynasties, the Five Dynasties
and Ten Kingdoms, etc. Governing a city is like governing a country. It
is most appropriate to apply the methods of governing a country to
governing a city.

This article is divided into six sections: 1. Preface 2. The
connotation of Zizhi Tongjian 3. The historical perspective of Zizhi
Tongjian 4. Classic quotes from Zizhi Tongjian 5. Governing a city is

like governing a country 6. Ways to govern a city.

Keywords: chronological style, biographical style, urban governance
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