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About ten years ago, on a certain day, I
received an urgent phone call from my
brother, who exclaimed, "Dad’s been in a car
accident! Hurry home!" My wife and I
immediately rushed back to our hometown.
Upon arriving at the hospital's emergency
room, we found my father lying on a bed,
barely clinging to life. The ER doctor
explained that Dad had suffered a brain
hemorrhage and needed to be transferred to
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the ICU, adding that the upcoming night
would be critical. Fortunately, my father
miraculously made it through that night;
however, he subsequently lost all contact
with the outside world.
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My father's personality would drastically
change every time he drank. The more he
consumed, the more lucid he became,
transforming from taciturn to voluble. His
emotions would surge dramatically, almost
akin to the vibrant energy depicted in Katy
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Perry’s song 'Roar! Our family grew
accustomed to it, often thinking, "Here he
goes again." Everyone believed he shouldn't
drink, as he'd become like a lunatic when
drunk—a trait remarkably similar to my
grandfather. The two of them frequently
went out for drinks together, which deeply
infuriated my mom and grandma, sending
them into a furious rage.
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Back when I still lived at home, T often played
the role of firefighter, bringing them home to
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prevent bigger troubles and quelling my
mother and grandmother's anger. More than
anger, it was a profound worry—a fear that
their worst anxieties would someday come to
pass. And indeed, that day truly arrived!
Although it wasn't drunk driving, the
accident was a direct consequence of his
drinking. While crossing the road after
drinking, he failed to notice an oncoming
car, was struck, and thrown, his head
impacting the ground and causing a brain
hemorrhage. What might seem like a
common traffic accident to others was, for
me, a profoundly heartbreaking ordeal
because it happened to my own father.
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After that accident, Dad's brain injury
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seemed to plunge him into his own cosmic
black hole, where he struggled within his
own world. Consequently, we were drawn
into his cosmic haze, searching for life's
direction and meaning.
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Falling Leaves Return to Roots
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"Falling Leaves Return to Roots" was one of
the drunken philosophies my dad often
spouted. He would usually say it when he
was tipsy. One night, while I was engrossed
in watching TV in the living room, he
suddenly  approached  me,  proudly
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proclaiming, "Falling leaves return to their
roots... Leaves will fall to the ground...
Everything will return to the beginning...
Your teachers wouldn't teach you this...."
Honestly, I don't remember the specifics
because I didn't want to listen back then.
However, that sentence is the one 1
remember most vividly from his drunken
ramblings. Literally, it implies: "Things will
eventually return to their origin."
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Looking back now, it chillingly foreshadows
the devastating reality for brain injury and
disease patients like my dad. It's horrifying
how it gradually strips away the fundamental
abilities we acquire from birth:
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