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Prologue by Peggy Dunn

Encompassing one's life in an autobiography is
a monumental undertaking, especially when one's
life has been lived to the absolute fullest! While I
have not known Jimmy Lin his entire life, I have
had the pleasure of knowing him since 1993. That
was the year that I first ran for and was elected to
the Leawood City Council. Jimmy actually retired
from the City Council in 1993 after serving four,
two-year terms from 1985 to 1993. It was in 1988
that Council Member Jimmy Lin proposed a sister-
city relationship between I-Lan, Taiwan, and
Leawood, Kansas. Jimmy was born and raised in
I-Lan and still had family and a business in Taiwan.
It has been the perfect opportunity for Leawood
residents to broaden our horizons and enrich our
lives with the many friends we've made in our 30+
year relationship.

Being elected as Leawood mayor in 1997, I had
the honor of leading a delegation in 1998 to I-Lan
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to celebrate the 10th anniversary of our sister-city
relationship. Jimmy and his lovely wife, Sophia,
were part of that delegation visit. It was during that
first exchange trip that I realized Jimmy was a truly
remarkable statesman and a well-spoken diplomat.
His ability to engage with each and every one
he met was an illustration of his bridge-building
expertise. Jimmy was jovial, patriotic, brilliant and
extremely generous with his time and treasures.
He understood both forms of government and
could educate all on the history, food, customs
and traditions of our two countries. He also speaks
fluent Mandarin and was, therefore, my personal
translator.

During my tenure as Leawood mayor, I
have had the pleasure of traveling to Taiwan on
three separate occasions. We have also had the
opportunity to periodically host delegations from
[-Lan to Leawood. Needless-to-say, Jimmy has
always played a huge part in the success of those
exchanges. Even though he moved to Diamond Bar,
California, after living in Leawood for 26 years,
that has not stopped his support and involvement
with delegation visits. Jimmy always rearranges his
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schedule to join the groups and provide guidance
and service wherever he can be of assistance.

Over the course of time, a sister-school
relationship has also been established. Our Blue
Valley North High School and the Lan Yang Girls
Senior High School in I-Lan are actively involved
sending student delegations that enjoy home
hospitality, and are welcomed into the schools to
participate with the other students. This has been
most fulfilling, not only for the students, but also
for the parents who open their homes and welcome
the students to stay with them. This is evident by
the fact that most parents have offered to do so on
multiple occasions.

When the Covid-19 pandemic arrived in
America and in Leawood, it was heartwarming
to receive thousands of personal protection
face masks from I-Lan's Mayor Chiang and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Taiwan was handling
the pandemic more successfully than we were at
the time, and their genuine show of concern for
us touched all of our hearts. We were even able
to share the masks with all students in our area
schools letting them know that the kind gift was
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from our friends in I-Lan.

Since public service has been such a big part
of Jimmy's life, I was not surprised when he was
elected as the mayor of Diamond Bar, California.
Jimmy's relentless desire to provide public service
leadership wherever he resides has been a gift
to all of us. He's been a successful entrepreneur
and businessman, a devoted husband and father,
and a loyal friend to all fortunate enough to
know him. He has a unique capability of making
lasting, lifetime friendships. He accomplishes this
better than anyone I've ever known. I can truly
say that my life has been greatly enriched with
every encounter. I treasure Jimmy and Sophia's
friendship and hope that it will continue long
into the future. There is no doubt that the City
of Leawood will forever be better due to Jimmy's
meaningful and impactful legacy.

Peggy Dunn

Mayor of Leawood, Kansas since 1997
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