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The My Home design theme

A developer's real estate advertisement displayed a ship crossing the sea and making port in a pleasant land.
Immediately, a fantastic vision appeared in the author's mind: If he were living here, why not place a yacht in
the living room, and let this yacht be the design theme? This approach would simultaneously conform to the
building's original design idea, and also highlight the features of the My Home concept. After going to the
sales center, the author mentioned that "My Home has a canal, a yacht, a garden, and a forest," and this vision
induced everyone's interest and widespread discussion. And since the project design blueprint had not been

completed at that time, the author's ideas could be modified on the blueprint in order to better meet his needs.
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Actually, realizing this concept would require to key elements: First, confirmation of the floor and
implementation of a descending floor project on portions of the selected floor. What is a "descending floor"?
Normally, the floors of a building must form a horizontal line with the floor beams, which will maintain
maximum clearance below the floor, and ensure that the floor below has sufficient interior height. Conversely,
if the floor on any one story is lowered to the point that it is aligned with the bottom of the floor beams, the
sections of the floor above that are between the floor beams will form depressed areas, which will severely
restrict the usable height on the floor below. These depressions will form so-called "descending floor" areas
on the user's floor. In current architectural practice, this method is only used in specific areas, which chiefly
consist of bathrooms and toilets, and has the purpose of letting the owner of that floor perform plumbing
maintenance without any disturbance to the floor below. However, the use of a descending floor over a larger

area is a rarity in contemporary architecture.

Because a descending floor will affect the rights of persons living on the floor below, use of this method
is severely restricted. However, if both upper and lower floors belong to the same owner, this is of little
consequence. And of course there are other exceptions; for instance, it may be permissible to employ a
descending floor when the floor below contains equipment or public facilities such as a lobby, and the
situation will not affect the routing of pipes and conduit. In other words, to realize the ideal of "My Home has
a canal, a yacht, a garden, and a forest," when the building has no dedicated equipment floor, is only possible

to select the lowest floor above the lobby.
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Living on a lower floor has advantages and disadvantages. As for disadvantages, if, for instance, a high-rise
is located near the seashore, choosing to live on a floor where the sea is not visible will make living in this
building meaningless. As for advantages, first, since the third floor is the highest point of most urban villas,
the lowest floor would seem to be the safest from the perspective of security. Secondly, since family members
are typically together at home only after dark, the view of the sea would be largely invisible at this time in any
case. Furthermore, the largest benefit of the lowest floor is that only the lobby, and no other residents, would
be beneath one's home, so one need not worry about disturbing the peace and quiet of people below. Before
performing a ceiling project, if one installed soundproof felt or sound-absorbing panels below the floor, there
would be no worry about the sound of footsteps above in the middle of the night. As long as the design was
suitable, the actual height of the floor will not be of great importance, and we can focus on whether the indoor

arrangement has substance, has appeal, and has meaning.

In appropriate circumstances, the My Home design theme will evoke an image of "the sail of a yacht cruising
on a canal rises above my home." The marina, walkways, water's edge, and flowing water will be linked with
such elements as a grove of trees, foot massage path, seabird lamps, starry sky, aviary, and fireplace. This
will clearly highlight the yacht theme. Furthermore, after the home has been completed, the ambiance will
include not only outward beauty, but also inward charm, and it will further possess the practical functions of a

dwelling. As a result, a romantic beauty will naturally and harmoniously fill every part of My Home.
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A sail rises above my home

Placing a yacht serving as a living room in a high-rise residence will evoke a fish pond canal, and will create
a sense of flowing water and breaking waves. This will combine with the seascape and make it seem as if
an imaginary boat is sailing on the boundless sea, and a sail has been hoisted above the home. This idea is
a bit crazy, and everyone says that it is a fantasy. And because this idea would require certain construction
conditions, because it would be technically complex, and because it would require a huge budget to create the

yacht, not many people would perhaps wish to realize this plan.

Although the site already possesses a descending floor with a depth of 65 cm and a depressed area 12 m
in length, a floor beam unfortunately mars the integrity of the descending floor area, which would make
realizing this idea quite difficult. However, where there's a will there's a way, and there are methods to
get around this problem. Sometimes overcoming challenges is ultimately what makes a task meaningful.

Basically, the "A sail rises above my home" design concept is as follows:
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First, we must create the marina and the sea, including the key elements of the yacht mooring area, an onshore

terrace, the connecting walkway, and the boat channel.

b

Yacht mooring area: This should consist of only a single berth, which should accommodate a small luxury
yacht less than 40 ft. in length. This not only should possess a unique nautical atmosphere, but also realize

alternative living room design thinking.

Onshore terrace: This area surrounding the fireplace is the crew's rest area, and also includes the marina's
foot massage path, which is covered with small pebbles, and an aviary with a novel design. There should

also be appropriate landscaping.

Connecting walkway: The wooden walkway serves as a bridge between the dock and the yacht. In order to

facilitate washing of the walkway, the pilings holding the walkway are equipped with a faucet and hose.

Boat channel: We take fishpond to be a canal or temporarily standing in for the sea. The fishpond should
be 30 cm above the ground. The elongated water reflected in the mirrors in front of and behind the
fishpond strongly resembles a canal or a tiny sea. Under the blue LED lamps, blue enamel glass in the
areas apart from the fishpond also bring to mind water. Because the yacht is the location of the living
room, green is indispensable. As a consequence, the canal should have some greenery. Where is there a
forested canal? The world's two most famous canals are the Suez Canal and the Panama Canal; the former
is located in a desert, but the latter is surrounded by jungle on both sides. The My Home yacht should
therefore be passing through or stopping the Panama Canal. Because of this, the boat design project has

been named "A sail on a boat passing through the Panama Canal rises above my home."
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How will we deal with the yacht? In the first method, we can buy a ready-made yacht and put it here. This

is just too simple, however, and seems a bit dull. In the second method, we make a custom-built yacht
suiting the site environment and conditions. This is more challenging, and much more interesting. I have
already mentioned that there is a floor beam located in the 12-ping depressed area, and this floor beam
cannot be touched. This floor beam must be carefully taken into consideration if we place a ready-made
yacht here. Not only will the yacht be too large to be moved in one piece, it must be disassembled into
sections in order to accommodate the floor beam. Modern yachts made from fiber-reinforced plastic (FRP)
cannot be easily disassembled, and will look like a wreck when reassembled. In addition, the fiberglass
material will appear too lovely, and lack the beauty of strength. As a result, after considering the pros and
cons of purchasing or making a yacht, we decided to employ the second method, i.e., building the yacht

on-site.

How to build a 30 ft. luxury yacht? The yacht basically had to include the following elements, and the design

keynotes are as follows:

3 Type: The yacht was modeled on a boat photographed by the author at a dock in Dunkerque, France. The
preliminary blueprint of the yacht was adapted from the styling of this large sailboat.

3 Colors: Modern yachts have an uncluttered design. Here, white is the main color, and gray is the secondary
color. The whole hull of the boat will be painted white, and the boat's bottom and railing will be painted
gray. Please note that the part of the boat immersed in water should not be caulked in order to improve its

aesthetics. This will prevent any paint coming off in the future and causing water pollution.
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Bow: The bow contains main ship's wheel and is equipped with instrument panel, which forms a spot of

red in a forest of green. A red lift seat has been chosen as the helmsman's seat, and the anchor and boat

name can be seen on the outside of the bow.
Gunwale: The gunwale has the auxiliary ship's wheel and railing.

Stern: Includes the stairs, catch storage hold and cooking counter, and titanium-plated entry handrail. The
stern also has a flagpole holder made of Spanish white silestone and a flag flown at a diagonal. Blue and

white are a typical Mediterranean color pairing, so the flag of Finland is flown.

Cabin: Holes are made at appropriate locations and enamel glass is installed. This provides the visual

effect that there is more of the cabin below the floor.

Hull: The hull is chiefly made from stainless steel, which expresses the strong impact of steel; the upturned
bow is formed by bending the flat steel plate, and the curved junctions between the plates are joined

together horizontally to provide the effect of a smooth curve.

Sense of motion: A tank in the floor around the boat is covered with blue mosaic tiles in which white

pebbles have been installed. The simulated ripples in the tank convey the impression of a yacht in motion.
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3 Wood: The floor and seats are both covered with natural, unadorned teak; the teak on the floor is laid

parallel to the hull of the boat, and the teak on the seats is perpendicular to the hull of the boat.

3 Stone: Spanish white silestone is installed at the junctions and ends of the stainless steel and teak where

they are used on flat surfaces or the seats.

3 Fittings: Fittings should be made of copper. The portholes are originally from destroyers and aircraft
carriers, and the deck faucet and bollards are made of copper. An iron art wind vane is mounted at the

highest point on the boat.
3 Lighting: Chiefly soft white lighting; blue LED lamps will be installed where needed.

3 Circuit: To avoid short-circuits, all lamps, power cords, outlets, and switches and outlets inside the boat

must be waterproof.

3 Facility: Since the My Home boat will be my home's living room, a 55" TV with surround-sound stereo
will be installed at the junction of the bow and hull. The residents can watch programs or read books here,

and they can also chat with friends.

Thanks to its descending floor layout, My Home can accommodate a living room designed in the form of a
yacht. Although the yacht is only 30 ft. in length, which constitutes a small yacht according to international
standards, placing a hull nearly 9 m in length inside a residence is still no easy task. The interior and
exterior of the yacht must be completed by hand on-site; although this will take as long as a half year, and
require considerable funds, it is definitely a worthwhile project. The yacht-shaped living room must have

the following practical and decorative functions when it is installed:
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Bow area: Springtime is the best time for getting work done, and this yacht is named the "Spring." The
anchor is mounted on the bow, which contains the instrument panel, ship's wheel, helmsman's seat, Morse
code lights, and wind vane. There also seats for three people, and children can have fun steering the boat

and playing with the Morse code lights.

Hull area: Both sides of the hull have long teak seats that can accommodate 12 people. The flowing-
water decorative glass troughs on the floor give the yacht a sense of motion. This is where people can get

together, or also read, chat, watch TV, or sing karaoke.

Stern area: Includes left and right scenic panels and platforms. A small display area here employs the
combination of the catch holding locker and aircraft carrier portholes to show the boat's articles. A coffee
bar here is paired with a one-piece tank and copper faucet. The stairs and handrail makes swimmers on the

yacht feel that they are plunging into the sea.

Gunwale area: Gray railings are installed on both sides of the boat. A row of trees is planted outside the
railing on the window side of the boat, and there are also plant lights and tree illumination lights, which
suggests that the boat is cruising through the Panama canal. The branches of the Hawaiian coconut trees
gently brush people passing by, which gives people inside the boat railing the vivid impression that they

are sailing through the canal.

Canal area: Has a capacity of nearly 10 tons of water, and also serves as a fishpond. The water surface
in the combined fishpond and aquarium is more than 30 cm above the floor, and the raised pool provides
the impression of a small sea. Undersea scenery and schools of fish are portrayed in a mosaic, and the
reflections of the water in the front and rear mirrors create the vivid impression of a canal. A tiny dock
in the pool lets turtles come out of the water to sun themselves. Eight small wave-making motors create

continuous ripples in the water; it is both the canal and a fishpond containing swimming fish.

35



36

3 At © HRKALE 308 - #iER A it S AU A S B WA B T it - SE AR
SRR T ARIRIHEAREESN - thn AP s AP IRE I L R 52 -

I Pl - fot BT LIS R ER aEitE - f£5dt » Bh o RS LR
i - NER K FEE A RN 0 T A RE B EAYEDE o GEiE b
RS AUKR - BE RN RRERSY - W FRE— A5,

3 AT ¢ PEEE SORA TR AR BEIE R I HE AR R AT R T T B8 13 MY SRR - FE AT
SRR FRSLATTR AR - BRI Bierem i - I kR SRR

3 RERIE: : BB R A SEM AR R BY Ry sl TR AR B R 22 SR8 52 - FEAHARAYSE T A PO
> FERACAL LSRN - FHE R HG RRE I HSE - FIRFER Rt E
B BRI\ B 7 - LASRAL A 2 HER B0 R EIRE -

& RO Fulil i N T R i £ U T R R P s v e U 2] - A
W f it 5 B A L P B ARG K B I e IR R NS B A B A7 8
5 o ALl > ZAER HISEE BRI APIDU H R HMEEZ -

3 WA e SN AL B b s T DL R Rl /K B K BRSOk - [FIRFEAR
Hy st r g % 2 SRR KB

Part I BMEERRE - REtEM Creative Inspiration & Design Positioning



Railing area: Because the water level is 30 cm above the floor, two sheets of transparent glass in the shape
of whales are used as railings. Apart from evoking the impression of a miniature sea, this also lets people

who are entering or sitting in the boat to watch the fish swimming.

Rain area: A stainless steel map of Taiwan is hung above the fishpond, and sprinkler heads are installed
at the three locations of Taipei, Taichung, and Kaohsiung. The sprinklers occasionally spray water,
which simulates Taiwan's drizzly days punctuated with spells of clear weather. Brightly-colored fruit are
arranged above the map of Taiwan, which adds to the variety of the scene and creates a bright focal point

in the living room.

Waterfall area: A rushing waterfall emerges at a height of 3 m from amidst the hanging vines and tree
leaves, and its sound disturbs the tranquility of the scene. The bubbling water entering the pool helps meet
the fishes' need for oxygen. An output image of the sea is placed behind the glass, and the downward-

flowing water curtain gives the sea a misty appearance.

Horizon area: Blue and black plastic laminate sheets cut into curved forms represent clouds in the sky.
Strip lights are inset between the clouds, and starlight lamps are installed in the ceiling, which adds depth
and beauty to the night sky. Central and peripheral speakers and ceiling fans are also installed on the

ceiling, and serve to enhance the boat living room's practical functions.

Equipment area: The fishpond's filter equipment and piping is installed behind the glass panel bearing
the output image of the sea. This equipment includes two automatic biochemical filtration units able to
ensure optimal water quality, and provide the fish and turtles with a healthy living environment. A door is

installed in the glass panel to facilitate maintenance.

Inspection area: An inspection port located in an inconspicuous location outside the pool allows control of
the water supply and discharge. The floor near the inspection port also allows residents to check that there

are no leaks from the pool.
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